
 

DESIGN 5 - ARCHITECTS 

TROCADERO
Former indoor roller skating rink, Newtown, NSW 

CLIENT
Fuel VFX

DURATION
2007 - ongoing

DESCRIPTION

ADAPTIVE RE-USE WITH NEW WORKS

The Trocadero was originally designed as an indoor roller 
skating rink at the height of the 1880s economic boom when 
roller skating was the fad.  It is a grand Flemish Gothic style 
commercial building that included not only the rink, but also 
café, oyster bar, club rooms and salons.  The skating rink 
itself, which was reported at the time to be the best of its 
kind in Australia, featured a large unobstructed purpose 
built skating floor with surrounding viewing gallery. It also 
featured highly decorative plasterwork, large mirrored wall 
panels, very early electric lighting, beautiful decorative 
wrought ironwork and a roof that opened to the sky.

Soon after its completion, however, the 1890s recession 
hit, leaving the building to slump into anonymity.  Over the 
ensuing 100 years, it has been adapted to a wide variety 
of uses including carriage works, clothing factory, music 
hall, cinema, refuge for soldiers’ wives, vaudeville, boxing 
stadium, motor body workshop and second hand furniture 
showroom.  The building gradually fell into disrepair and was 
eventually vacated in 1995.

Design 5 are currently working with Spangenberg + Park to 
revitalise this amazing structure, which is listed on the NSW 
State Heritage Register.  New life is to be introduced through 
its adaptation as a state of the art 21st century computer 
animation and visual effects studio for Fuel VFX.  Totally 
contemporary structures, housing theatres, studio spaces 
and meeting rooms are to be inserted into the main hall in 
such a way that its grand scale and special qualities can still 
be fully appreciated.  Design 5 will oversee the conservation 
of the skating floor, decorative plasterwork and joinery.  
We are also working with Spangenberg + Park to ensure 
the sensitive installation of new mechanical and electrical 
services and the upgrading of the building to satisfy current 
building codes including those relating to fire and access.


