
 

DESIGN 5 - ARCHITECTS 

1 FRASER ROAD, DUNTROON
Royal Military College, Duntroon, ACT

CLIENT
Commonwealth Department of Defence

DURATION
Ongoing since November 2003

DESCRIPTION

INTERPRETATION PLAN
The Royal Military College of Australia was established at Duntroon 
in 1911.  It is Australia’s first military college since Federation and 
is Canberra’s first major institution and is is situated at the former 
pastoral estate of the Campbell family at Duntroon.  In the 1860s, a 
stone cottage was built for the farm manager of the Campbell estate 
and with the establishment of the Royal Military College at Duntroon, 
the cottage was used as married quarters until its demolition in the 
1930s.  In 1940, a weatherboard and fibro building was erected on 
the same site (No. 1 Fraser Road) which was continuously used as 
married quarters until its removal in 2003.

Design 5, in association with Heritage Concepts (archaeology) and 
Geoffrey Britton (landscape), prepared an Interpretation Plan for 
the site’s multiple layers of history and use.  The Interpretation Plan 
comprises:
• construction of an interpretive decking to the footprint of the 

demolished 1940 married quarters
• construction of a new park shelter to the footprint and form of 

the 1940s garage, including signage and exhibition panels
• presentation and interpretation of archaeological remains of the 

1860s farm manager’s house, including outbuildings and well 
(to be uncovered at a future stage)

• interpretive landscaping to show alignment of previous 
fencelines, plantings and pathways

• new sculptural ‘viewfinder’ elements located to visually interpret 
the layers of the site (to include comparative then-and-now 
images) – part of a future stage

• establishing No. 1 Fraser Road as the focal point for public 
visitation to RMC Duntroon

• reconfiguration of the existing RMC Visitor’s Walking Trail, to 
follow a more chronological sequence of experiences starting 
from No. 1 Fraser Road

Design 5 designed and documented the interpretive structures for 
the site in 2004; the works were carried out in 2006.

Diagram showing interpretive treatment
of the 1940 married quarters 

The married quarters before its demolition

The married quarters’ rear yard in 2003


