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ANDREW (BOY) CHARLTON
Swimming pool at the Domain, NSW

CLIENT
City of Sydney Council

DURATION
1995

DESCRIPTION
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN, HERITAGE 
ADVICE AND HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENTS
In 1995, Design 5 - Architects prepared a Conservation 
Management Plan for the 1960s Andrew ‘Boy’ Charlton 
Pool and the western shore of Woolloomooloo Bay.  The 
pool was located on the oldest designated public swimming 
place in Australia and research showed that the existing pool 
was only one in a long series of pools along this shoreline 
(eleven in total).  The significance of the place was identified 
as being its continuous use as a place of public bathing, 
and that the existing structure had little significance and thus 
could be replaced.  The conservation policies developed for 
the place then formed the basis for the design brief for a 
National competition for a new pool on the site.

Design 5 - Architects has since been involved at regular 
intervals in providing heritage advice regarding the 
implementation of the conservation policies in the construction 
of the new pool and the conservation of the archaeological 
remains surviving on the site.  Design 5 - Architects has also 
prepared Heritage Impact Statements for the new pool as 
well as for a new jetty and pontoon.

The CMP, which included all the historic pool sites along 
the western shores of Woolloomooloo Bay, has been a very 
useful document in guiding decisions regarding public access 
to and interpretation of the various archaeological sites along 
the shoreline.  It has also influenced the location and themes 
used in the design of some of the sculptures of the Sydney 
Sculpture Walk, such as Robyn Backen’s ‘Bathing Machine’, 
located on the site of the former Women’s Baths.  

The CMP for the Andrew ‘Boy’ Charlton Pool has contributed 
to a unified and cohesive approach to the decision making 
concerning development along the western shore of 
Woolloomooloo Bay.


